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Advent Week 1 – Good News 
 

1. What Is the Good News? 
• God created us with purpose, value, and meaning; life is not an 

accident. 
• God loves us and came to us in Jesus to rescue, redeem, and restore. 
• Jesus is the “good news of great joy for all people” (Luke 2:10–11). 
• God is still working—and His plan is to work through His followers. 

 
2. How Has the Good News Changed the World? 
 Because of Jesus…everything changed. 

Children 
• In Rome, children had little value. 
• Jesus welcomed, blessed, and dignified children. 
• Early Christians outlawed infant exposure and created the first 

orphanages. 
Education 
• Only wealthy males were educated. 
• Jesus taught men, women, and children—and called us to love God 

with our minds. 
• Christians preserved ancient texts and founded the first universities. 
Caring for the Sick 
• Illness was seen as a curse. 
• Jesus healed the sick and identified with “the least of these.” 
• Christians started the first hospitals and clinics for the poor. 

 Summary:  When Christians have lived like Jesus, the world has changed 
for the better. 

 
3. How Northbrook Is Continuing God’s Work 

• Christians globally give hundreds of billions each year to help others. 
• Northbrook partners locally and globally to bring God’s kingdom to 

earth. 
 

 
 

 



   

November 29 & 30 
Jon Mahlstedt 

International Needs Ghana (40-year partnership) 
• Built a middle school and computer lab in Lasivenu. 
• Sponsors children for education, food, and spiritual support. 
• Helps villages start banks and teaches sustainable farming. 
• CEED empowers young women (fashion, hospitality, cosmetology) to 

start businesses. 
• Northbrook helped graduates launch businesses and overcome 

exploitation. 
• Your generosity through giving, serving, NBCafé, and the bookstore 

fuels this work. 
 
This is the Kingdom of God. This is good news. 
 
4. Our Advent Invitation 
The angel said: “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all people.” 
That good news didn’t stop in Bethlehem.  It’s alive in you. 
 
This Advent, where can you bring good news? 

• To a neighbor? 
• A coworker? 
• A child? 
• Someone hurting or overlooked? 

We can’t do everything—but we can all do something. 
 
 
Advent Reflection:  
1. Where have you personally experienced the “good news” of Jesus bringing 
rescue, hope, or restoration into your life? 
 
2. Which part of Jesus’ impact on the world (children, education, caring for the 
sick, human dignity) resonates most with you—and why? 
 
3. This Advent, who is one person or place where you can bring “good news” 
through compassion, generosity, or presence? 

 


