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Heaven Has Come Near 
Matthew 4:12-25 

 
Jesus navigates 3 conflicts   

• Spiritual conflict: Temptation in the desert  
• Religious conflict: Jewish leadership 
• Political conflict: John the Baptist arrested  

 
 A simple message - “The kingdom (empire) of heaven has come near”  
       It was a dangerous message  
       Roman empire  

• Dominance 
• Imperial theology 
• Social divide: Rich and poor  

 
Jesus is not establishing an empire within an empire but something completely 
different  

• He forgives sins 
• He is the manifestation of God’s presence on the earth  
• He is the fulfillment of all scripture  
• In some mysterious way he was the kingdom (humility, service, forgiveness and 

grace) 
 
A Kingdom needs: King, rule, people, law, land  
 
2 ways of understanding the story in Matthew  

1. I can articulate it  
2. I can do something with it  

 
The simple message demands a thoughtful response  
“Repent”  

• “This is a call to reconsider how we have been approaching our life, in light of the 
fact that we now, in the presence of Jesus, have the option of living within the 
surrounding movements of God’s eternal purposes, of taking our life into his life.” 
– Dallas Willard  

• Repent is a transformational word  



     

Jesus is not looking for observers; he is looking for participants. 
 
Expectations  

• Formational  
• Missional  

 
Jesus’s ministry has 3 practices  

• Proclaiming  
• Teaching  
• Healing  

 
As Jesus heals, he is giving people a “taste of the kingdom”, a sample. 
 

• Revelation 21:4 – No more tears, no death, no mourning or crying and no 
pain – I am making all things new.  

 
Following Jesus asks something of me and affects how I do life, not simply how I 
present myself for an hour on the weekend. 
 
Does following Jesus affect…? 
 
 
 
Deep Dive Questions: 
 
1.  Jesus announces, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” What do you think 
it looks like practically to live under the rule of Jesus in everyday life? Where is that 
easiest—and where is it hardest—for you? 
 
2.  The sermon describes repentance as more than feeling sorry; it is a “radical 
reorganization of life.”  What is one area of your life where Jesus may be asking 
you to rethink the way you are currently living? 
 
3.  “What are you following, and where is it taking you?”  What competes most 
strongly with Jesus for your allegiance—success, comfort, politics, money, 
approval, control, something else? What would following Jesus instead actually 
change? 


